
UNITED TO MAKE NEUROLOGY A GLOBAL HEALTH PRIORITY

ANNUAL REPORT 2021



www.oneneurology.net 2

C O N T E N T S

What is OneNeurology?   p.3

OneNeurology events   p.6

One Voice for Neurology   p.10

Financial  report     p .11

 
C O N TAC T

If you would like any further information on the OneNeurology initiative 
please visit www.oneneurology.net or contact info@oneneurology.net

http://www.oneneurology.net
mailto:info%40oneneurology.net?subject=
https://twitter.com/oneneurology_
https://www.facebook.com/ONEneurology
https://www.instagram.com/oneneurology/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/oneneurology


3www.oneneurology.net

What is OneNeurology?
An initiative to address neurology as ONE

The OneNeurology initiative launched in 2021. Having been 
initially conceived by the European Federation of Neurological 
Associations (EFNA) and European Academy of Neurology (EAN), 
a partnership of nine international neurological organisations 
and regional umbrellas has united to make neurology a global 
public health priority. It is a multi-stakeholder, patient-focused 
partnership which aims to strengthen neurology-related groups 
to stimulate collaborative advocacy, action and accountability 
for the prevention, treatment and management of neurological 
disorders worldwide.

From advocacy to capacity-building to awareness raising – we 
want to demonstrate what makes all neurological disorders ONE 
and what’s in it for the community and wider society if they are 
all addressed together, in parallel with disease-specific advocacy activities.

Read on to learn about OneNeurology’s inaugural year activities, including a global advocacy workshop, European 
Summit, successful podcast series and global ambassador programme.

OneNeurology Partners:
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Objectives of the OneNeurology Partnership:

•    UNITE the neurology community to address fragmentation in the field and 
stimulate collaboration in areas of mutual interest – centralising the 
patient voice in a multi-stakeholder partnership.

•    LEAD global advocacy by pooling resources and expertise to optimise 
efficiency and effectiveness in our joint and individual actions.

•    CREATE a favourable policy environment for action on neurology, providing 
a platform for disease specific advocacy efforts.

•    POSITION neurology as a focus area within broader efforts on brain 
health, ncds and other thematic policy initiatives of relevance.

•    HOLD policy makers accountable for implementation of political 
commitments, resourcing and results.

•    STRENGTHEN the advocacy capacity of neurology organisations and 
alliances at all levels.

•    SHARE knowledge on evidence-based interventions in neurology; supporting 
the scaling up of solutions and best practice in the field.

•    CARRY out any activity in support of its mission including programmes, 
projects, initiatives, campaigns, training, publications, events and others.
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OneNeurology Endorsers:

•  NCD All iance

• International  Brain Tumour Al l iance (IBTA)

• International  Society  of  Neuroimmunology – 
ISNI

•  Healthy Brains  Global  Init iat ive

•  LivedHealth.org

•  World Federation of  Incontinence and Pelvic 
Problems –  WFIPP

• Tics  and Tourettes  Across  the Globe (TTAG)

• European All iance for  Patient  Access

•  European Pain Federation (EFIC)

•  European Migraine and Headache Al l iance 
(EMHA)

• European Parkinson’s  Disease Association 
(EPDA)

• European Society  of  Neurosonology and 
Cerebral  Hemodynamics  (ESNCH)

• EARLS –  European All iance for  Restless  Legs 
Syndrome

• European Huntington Association

• European CMT Federation

• ERN EURO -NMD

• Women’s  Parkinson’s  Project

•  Dystonia  Europe

• European Myasthenia  Gravis  Association

• Neurological  Al l iance of  Ireland

• Greek Federation of  Alzheimer ’s  Disease

•  Alzheimers  & Dementia  Organisation Kenya

• Rigshospitalet ,  Department of  Neurology, 
Denmark

• Huntington Liga,  Belgium

• Migraine Association of  Ireland

• Association of  Patients  with 
Neurodegenerative  Condit ions,  Romania

•  RLS e.V.  Deutsche Restless  Legs  Vereinigung, 
Germany

• Fundacion Ciencia  y  Tecnologia  (Fundacyt) , 
Colombia

• Asociación Española  de Síndrome de Piernas 
Inquietas

•  Fundación de Neurociencias

•  Myeloma Euronet  (Romania)

•  Belgian Brain Council

•  Neuro Move CMT Association (Romania)

•  RLS -UK/Ekbom Syndrome Association (UK)

• RIMS (Rehabil i tat ion in  MS)

•  Belgian ME Association

• ADHD Ireland

• RLS -Förbundet  (Sweden)

•  Sociedad Española  de Neurología  Pediátrica 
(SENEP) (Spain)

•  Amal  India

•  St ichting Restless  Legs,  Netherlands

• EBRAINS,  Belgium

• Rare  Diseases  Foundation of  Iran (RADOIR)

Interested in becoming a Partner or Endorser of this initiative?

Any organisation, network or entity substantially engaged in neurology advocacy can join the 
OneNeurology Partnership, either as a Partner or an Endorser.

Partners must be international organisations, but can also be regional neurology groups if 
multinational and non disease-specific.

All other groups are invited to join us as Endorsers – groups who share the objectives of 
our Partnership. Endorsers will be listed on the website, receive regular updates and will be 
invited to join open meetings and workshops.
Note: Endorsement is not open to individuals.
 

If you would like any further information on becoming a Partner/Endorser of the 
OneNeurology initiative please contact info@oneneurology.net

mailto:info@oneneurology.net
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OneNeurology Events

Global Advocacy Workshop
29 JUNE 2021 

Please follow this link to view the full recording of the OneNeurology Global Advocacy Workshop

Objectives of the Workshop:

• To present the first draft of the Global Action Plan on epilepsy and other neurological 
disorders [GAP] to advocates worldwide

• To present the views of the OneNeurology Partnership on the first draft of the GAP

• To bring together neurology advocates from across the world (regional and national),  to 
gather their perspectives on the GAP – based on their region/disease area/stakeholder 
group.

• To empower global advocates with the information, tools and resources needed to ensure 
a coordinated response to the GAP consultation via submissions, regional hearings and 
outreach to national policy makers. 

Policy momentum is building-up with the development by the WHO Brain Health Unit of the Global Action 
Plan on epilepsy and other neurological disorders [GAP], to be adopted by the World Health Assembly in May 
2022. The GAP represents a unique opportunity worldwide to build, with all relevant stakeholders, an integrated 
response to neurology across the life course and within healthcare systems to improve lives of people living with 
neurological disorders. However, we need to mobilise the community to ensure that the plan serves the needs of 
all those living with neurological disorders across the globe!

This meeting took place via zoom on Tuesday, June 29th, 2021. There were two sessions – attracting approx. 
60 advocates in total. The majority were from Europe, but there were participants from Australia, USA, Cuba, 
Malawi and India. The event kicked off with presentations on the global burden of neurological disorders and the 
importance of brain health, before we introduced the OneNeurology Initiative. 

Dr. Neerja Chowdhary of the WHO Brain Health Unit then presented an overview of the Global Action Plan before 
a group discussion and polling on its content – with afocus on the suggested action for each actor. Representatives 
from WHO EURO and AFRO also attended the meeting, with pre-meeting calls taking place with the Pan American 
Health Organization (PAHO) . 

 
To download the infographics above and more please visit our resources page at oneneurolgy.net/resources.

https://oneneurology.net/global-advocacy-workshop/
http://oneneurolgy.net/resources
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OneNeurology Roundtable 
12 NOVEMBER 2021

The full report of the OneNeurology Roundtable November 12th 2021 can be found here.
Presentations from the OneNeurology Virtual Roundtable are available here.

The Global Action Plan on epilepsy and other neurological disorders [GAP] is gaining policy momentum
in the run-up to adoption by the World Health Assembly in May 2022. In this connection, the OneNeurology 
Roundtable explored the theme of integrated response to neurology in a life course perspective and within 
healthcare systems. Participants discussed what an integrated response to neurology should look like and the 
challenges and opportunities of building an integrated response at country level.

Time to Act: Global Burden of Neurological Disorders

In a video presentation, the global burden of neurological disorders was highlighted as the leading cause of 
disability-adjusted life years and the second leading cause of death. With every 1 in 3 persons expected to be 
affected and with the cost of neurological disorders rising year by year, the time to act is now.

The Global Action Plan on epilepsy and other neurological disorders

Dr. Neerja Chowdhary, Brain Health Unit, WHO, drew attention to the inadequate levels of prevention, diagnosis, 
treatment and care and the continuing stigma of neurological disorders. She presented the GAP as a unique 
opportunity, to build worldwide, with all relevant stakeholders, an integrated response to neurology across the 
life course.
Tadeusz Hawrot, speaking on behalf of OneNeurology, asserted the Partnership’s support for an integrated 
approach for common solutions. He also stressed the importance of National Neurological Plans as critical 
vehicles for grassroots implementation of the GAP.

Integrated response to neurology across the life course and within healthcare systems

This session was moderated by Vinny Smith, Chief Executive Officer, Confederation of Meningitis Organisations.  
The panel discussion engaged Professor Thomas Berger, Medical University of Vienna, Professor Elena Moro, 
CHU Grenoble and Professor Matilde Leonardi, Catholic University Milan.
In concluding the panel discussion, Dr. Tarun Dua, Head of Brain Health Unit, WHO, appealed for a whole of 
community approach - all of neurology – to advocate for a paradigm shift that requires clinical neurologists to 
become public health neurologists. She was supported by Prof. Wolfgang Grisold, incoming president of the 
World Federation of Neurology who signalled his society’s willingness to cooperate and push for neurology, 
engaging patients, neurologists, care workers and beyond to policy-makers.

Building integrated response at country level

This session, moderated by Alexandra Heumber Perry, featured presentations of case-studies on challenges and 
opportunities from Guyana, Philippines, Norway, India and Tunisia. 
Dr. Neerja Chowdhary, Technical Officer, Brain Health Unit, in the Department of Mental Health and Substance 
Use, WHO, Geneva, delivered a clear message that WHO would serve as a knowledge and evidence platform to 
facilitate peer learning and capacity building on planning and implementing the GAP. She called on member 
states to start engaging with all relevant stakeholders to strengthen advocacy and for integration across 
policies, legislation, health authorities and other necessary ministries, budgets and funding resources. 
Vinciane Quoidbach, Public Health and Policy, Research Project Manager, European Brain Council (EBC), 
discussed cost-effective measures that can be scaled-up across neurological disorders and presented the EBC 
Value of Treatment (VOT) for Brain Disorders project. 
Prof. Bo Norrving, Past President, World Stroke Organisation, presented a case for stroke which is highly 
preventable, stating that incidence may be cut by half because we have a package of effective interventions for 
risk factors. He added that the effectiveness of the Global Action Plan will be tied to its integration in Regional 
Action Plans and further dissemination of activities in National Action Plans.

https://oneneurology.net/wp-content/uploads/2022/01/Report_OneNeurology_Roundtable.pdf
https://efna.sharepoint.com/:u:/s/OneNeurologyPartnership/EQNwFYr_c3JDtjiWXbHKdxcByuGKt4EWlwLrdjWS6-K8Mg?e=wbuzMz
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The OneNeurology European Summit
18 DECEMBER 2021

The OneNeurology European Summit was organised under the auspices of the Slovenian Presidency of
the Council of the European Union 2021, and the OneNeurology Partnership, advanced the ambition to
build a European Health Union in which we address key common EU health challenges together, in a more
coordinated and efficient way. In this regard, the EU needs to raise the priority of neurological disorders,
which are the third leading cause of deaths in the EU and are identified as one of the NCD priority areas in
the EU4Health Programme. 

The event featured high-level speakers and panelists, including Dr. Janez Poklukar (Minister of Health,
Slovenia), Dr. Natasha Azzopardi-Muscat (Director of the Division of Country Health Policies and Systems,
WHO Europe), John F. Ryan (Director, Public Health, Country Knowledge, Crisis Management, DG SANTE),
Dr. Tarun Dua (Head, Brain Health Unit, WHO), Prof. Claudio Bassetti (President, European Academy of
Neurology) and Prof. Wolfgang Grisold (President Elect, World Federation of Neurology).

The global action plan on neurological disorders will be adopted by WHO in 2022. The EU countries
overwhelmingly supported the development of the plan. The Summit discussed how the EU can best
prepare for its implementation in Europe in a coordinated way, and in an alignment with the EU4Health
Programme, to improve brain health and neurological care for one-third of the EU population that will be
affected by neurological disorders.  
 

A full recording of the summit can be found here.

https://efna.cplus.live/event/oneneurology-eu-summit


9www.oneneurology.net

Initial OneNeurology Ambassadors meeting
7 DECEMBER 2021

To ensure the adoption and implementation of the 10-year intersectoral global action plan on epilepsy
and other neurological disorders, the OneNeurology Partnership has sought the support of regional
ambassadors to ensure the plan has the support of national governments and parliaments. 
For up to date information on the OneNeurology Ambassadors and how to become and Ambassador, click here.
Ambassadors will:

 » Unite with other organisations/individuals in their regions, jointly identify key national advocacy priorities 
and together lead a tailored regional advocacy campaign.

 » Seek to engage/influence key decision-makers, including national governments and parliaments, to adopt 
and implement a comprehensive GAP which takes an integrated approach to neurological disorders.

 » Liaise with and report back to the OneNeurology Global Partnership.

OneNeurology Ambassadors:

•  Prof .  Bindu Menon,  India

•  Mati lde Leonardi ,  I taly

•  Jennifer  Camaradou,  UK/Greece

•  Dr.  Nirmal  Surya,  India

•  Mari jeta  Mojasevic ,  Montenegro

• Wayne Feng,  United States

•  Muthoni  Gichu,  Kenya

• Mayowa Ojo Owolabi ,  Nigeria

•  Rosita  Sunna,  Austral ia

•  Dr.  Ramla KM, India

•  Raj inder  K Dhamija,  India

•  Asif  Khan,  Pakistan

• Riadh Gouider,  Tunisia

•  Magdalen Rogers,  Ireland

• Veerle  Cornel ia  Aertsen,  Belgium

Become an Ambassador
We are currently seeking ambassadors to represent the below 
regions:

 » Asia-Pacific (encompasses the countries represented in WHO’s 
regional offices SEARO and WPRO)

 » Eastern Mediterranean (WHO EMRO)

 » North America (represents English speaking countries from the North 
American region)

 » Latin America (encompasses all countries represented in WHO’s PAHO 
regional office, except for the United States of America and Canada)

The selection criteria for current programme participants are 
based on their preparedness to take national/regional action, to 
represent the wider neurology community, to engage meaningfully 
with various stakeholders in their countries, to monitor progress 
and report back to the OneNeurology Partnership.

Learn more and apply here

https://oneneurology.net/ambassadors/
https://oneneurology.net/ambassadors-application/
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One Voice for Neurology
The One Voice for Neurology podcast series, hosted by Sam Pauly,  explores why it’s time to make neurology a 
global priority, how that can be achieved and what that could mean for those living with a neurological condition.

Over the course of 2021, nine podcast episodes were released. They are:

1.  ONE neurology

2. Time to act

3. Living with a neurological disorder

4. Zooming in on treatment

5. The endless R&D dilemma

6. Serving and supporting

7. What role for policy-makers?

8. 10 minutes with Dan Chisholm

9. 10 minutes with Christopher Agbega 

The podcast series featured 56 different expert speakers from around the world and included patient organisation 
representatives, neurologists, scientists and people living with neurological conditions. Each episode has been 
downloaded hundreds of times, by listeners from across the globe. 

Episodes are avilable from Apple Podcasts, Spotify or wherever you get your podcasts. You can also access each 
individual episode, as well as further information, guest speaker information and transcripts, via the links above.

https://oneneurology.net/episode1/
https://oneneurology.net/episode2/
https://oneneurology.net/episode3/
https://oneneurology.net/episode4/
https://oneneurology.net/episode5/
https://oneneurology.net/episode6/
https://oneneurology.net/episode7/
https://oneneurology.net/episode8/
https://oneneurology.net/episode9/
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Expenditure

Result

Income

Financial Report 2021
The OneNeurology initiative is coordinated by the European Federation of Neurological Associations (EFNA). 
In 2021 the iniative has been funded by EFNA via grants from the European Academy of Neurology (EAN) and 
the companies listed below, to whom we are extremely grateful.

IN 2021, THE ONENEUROLOGY INITIATIVE WAS MADE POSSIBLE THANKS TO:

UCB


